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ASCOT
COWORTH PARK
One day itinerary: Secret Places
While Ascot may be known for its horse racing, a closer look at the surrounding county unveils a string of surprises outside 

of equestrian sports. Fine stately homes stand proud in the rolling Berkshire countryside, gastro pubs welcome diners in with 

gourmet food and rustic charm, and alternative museums open visitors’ eyes to another side of British history and culture. 

Discover the best hidden sights in this quintessentially English area with our one-day itinerary. 

Start the day with a 40-minute drive to Hell Fire Caves.

WALTHAM PLACE 
T: 01628 825 517 | Waltham Place, Church Hill, White Waltham, SL6 3JH

Waltham Place is a beautiful manor and its organic garden is considered one of the best-kept 

secrets in Berkshire. During the warmer months of the year, visitors are welcome to explore the 

estate, which includes a biodynamic farm, rich woodlands, a lake and several ornamental gardens. 

There’s also a quaint tea room and a farm shop selling produce made onsite. 

Then, travel for 15 minutes by car to The White Oak in Cookham.

THE WHITE OAK 
T: 01628 523 043 | The Pound Cookham, Maidenhead, SL6 9QE

A modern gastro pub in the historic village of Cookham, The White Oak attracts patrons from 

far and wide with its daily-changing menu of local British cuisine. Browse the à la carte options, 

indulge in a three-course set lunch or, if it’s Sunday, sample the eatery’s first-rate roast dinner. 

Wash your meal down with a bottle from The White Oak’s excellent wine cellar.

To reach the next destination, it’s a 15-minute drive from Cookham to Dorney Court.

HELL-FIRE CAVES
T: 01494 533 739 | Church Lane, West Wycombe, High Wycombe, HP14 3AH

Located deep beneath the Berkshire countryside, the Hell-Fire Caves are steeped in history and, 

allegedly, paranormal activity. The network of winding passages stretches for over half a mile and 

leads explorers into historic chambers, underground halls and the impressive Inner Temple. The 

caves used to be owned by the notorious Hell-Fire Club, and visitors can discover underground 

exhibitions dedicated to this notorious group.

Next, take a 25-minute drive to Waltham Place in White Waltham.
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ISABELLA PLANTATION 
T: 0300 061 2200 | Richmond Park, Kingston upon Thames, KT2 7NA

While Richmond Park is most famous for its herds of wild deer, the Isabella Plantation is a highlight 

for nature lovers. Set within a woodland plantation that dates back to the Victorian era, the 

colourful garden is best known for its stunning evergreen azaleas, which are particularly beautiful 

when they bloom in spring, and its collection of rare and unusual trees, shrubs and flowers.

From Richmond Park, it’s a 45-minute drive back to the hotel.

DORNEY COURT 
T: 01628 604 638 | Dorney, Windsor, SL4 6QP

Dorney Court is one of the finest stately homes in England. Its historic charm hasn’t gone 

unnoticed, having been used as a filming location for movies and series such as The Other Boleyn 

Girl and Agatha Christie’s Poirot. While the house remains a family home, it’s open to visitors 

periodically throughout the year. Visit to tour the manor and discover historic furniture, impressive 

artworks and beautiful gardens. The Dorney Court Kitchen Garden is open all year.

The final stop of the day is located in Richmond Park, which is a 50-minute drive from Dorney Court.

All journey times are approximate and subject to variation.


