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When you think of Milan, the first things 
that usually spring to mind are 
fashion, design, business. A pragmatic 
city where people are always in a hurry.

Let me show you Milan’s real 
colours and true spirit. This guide 
will lead you to discover the charming 
corners, the hidden alleyways and 
courtyards, the enchanting historic 
centre, the bars where you can end 
the day having ‘aperitivo alla milanese’ 
near the picturesque canals and 
waterways at sunset.





ARCO 
DELLA PACE

 PIAZZA SEMPIONE, 20154 MILANO

Why should you go there? 
It’s one of my favourite places in the city and 
a distinctive neoclassical monument, located 
behind Parco Sempione. A common meeting 
point for locals. 

What’s a must-have? 
Get on Tram 1, and explore one of the most 
spectacular and enchanting routes through the 
city, passing many well-known places such as 
the Arch of Peace. The view from the vintage 
tram is magic!

When’s the best time to go? 
The ideal place for a walk during the day, or an 
aperitif with friends in one of the cafés.





Why should you go there? 
This Scandinavian-style bar is new in the city. 
It’s flooded with natural light, decorated with 
hanging plants, a large world map on the wall 
and gorgeous wooden tables. Hygge defines a 
philosophy that encourages you to slow down 
and appreciate the simple things.

What’s a must-have? 
Coffee and brunch (regular and vegan options 
are also available), served on a tray of 
traditional Scandinavian delicacies made with 
the freshest ingredients. 

When’s the best time to go? 
For a lazy brunch on the weekend, but I would 
recommend making a reservation ahead of time. 

HYGGE

VIA GIUSEPPE SAPETO 3, 20123 MILANO







Why should you go there? 
The 17th-century rural farmhouse was 
renovated in 2012. The result is a new space 
where locals can find an organic restaurant, a 
weekly farmers’ market and a public vegetable 
garden. The main topics of Cascina Cuccagna 
are organic food, eco-friendly resources and 
community building.

What’s a must-have? 
The enchanting flower shop, La Fioreria, and 
the bar/restaurant, Un Posto a Milano — both 
located in the courtyard.  

When’s the best time to go? 
On Tuesday afternoon for the farmers’ market. 

CASCINA 
CUCCAGNA

VIA CUCCAGNA, ANGOLO VIA MURATORI 2/4, 
20135 MILANO







Why should you go there? 
Majestic and impressive, the cathedral of Milan 
is a recognisable symbol of the city, and a 
mandatory stop for visitors. The huge size and 
Gothic style make a real impact, even for those 
who see it nearly every day.

What’s a must-have? 
From the square, I usually proceed towards 
the Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II, the exclusive 
shopping arcade, filled with luxury brands.

When’s the best time to go? 
The best time to enjoy its architectural details is 
early in the morning when the square is deserted.

DUOMO 
DI MILANO 

 PIAZZA DEL DUOMO, 20122 MILANO









Why should you go there? 
The cathedral’s rooftop adds an extra dimension 
to your visit to the cathedral, allowing you to 
take a closer look at this wonderful building. 
You can’t miss walking among its spires and 
pinnacles and seeing her: the Madonnina. The 
gold statue of the Virgin Mary stands on the 
highest spire, at a height of 109m/356ft.

What’s a must-have? 
Take pictures of the breathtaking skyline. And if 
you can, ascend the 251 steps, instead of taking 
the elevator, in order to fully enjoy the experience.

When’s the best time to go? 
Towards the end of the day to see the sunset 
over Milan. Last entry is at 6.10pm. 

 PIAZZA DEL DUOMO, 20122 MILANO
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DUOMO









CASTELLO 
SFORZESCO

Why should you go there? 
Yes, Milan even has a castle! After visiting the 
cathedral, this iconic landmark of the city is 
worth a visit too. The castle is not only a tourist 
destination; it’s also home to major cultural 
institutions, museums and exhibitions. Works by 
some of the greatest Italian artists are on display 
here, such as Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, 
Mantegna and Bramantino.

What’s a must-have? 
From above you can admire the whole structure  
of the castle and the Ducal Courtyard. It also  
provides a panoramic view of downtown Milan. 
Look out for the old yellow trams passing  
through Piazza Castello.

When’s the best time to go? 
It’s particularly stunning (and romantic) at night, 
seen from the outside.

PIAZZA CASTELLO, 20121 MILANO









Why should you go there? 
At the Modern Art Gallery, inside a sunny veranda 
with 18th-century windows, gorgeous plants 
and wrought-iron furniture, you’ll find LùBar — 
a café, bistro and restaurant serving a modern 
interpretation of traditional Sicilian specialities.

What’s a must-have? 
Try the ‘arancini’!

When’s the best time to go? 
For breakfast or an afternoon snack with friends.   

LÙBAR

VIA PALESTRO 16, 20121 MILANO







Why should you go there? 
It often comes as a surprise to many that Milan 
has a huge old system of waterways and canals. 
Only three ‘Navigli’ remain open today: Grande 
(my favourite), Pavese and Martesana. 

What’s a must-have? 
Explore the old courtyards, especially the Cortile 
degli Artisti. And treat yourself to an ‘aperitivo 
alla milanese’ in one of the many cafés and bars 
on the banks of the Naviglio.

When’s the best time to go? 
The area comes to life at night. In the morning, 
you’ll see busy artists and craftsmen in their 
workshops inside charming courtyards, within 
their historic ‘case di ringhiera’ (railing houses).

NAVIGLIO 
GRANDE

ALZAIA NAVIGLIO GRANDE, 20144 MILANO







Why should you go there? 
At the end of the 19th century, a labour 
cooperative designed a district for workers. 
Over the years, the inhabitants started to adorn 
and embellish their homes, giving birth to a 
contest to find the brightest and most vibrant 
colours, and that’s why today it’s called the 
‘Villaggio Arcobaleno’ (Rainbow Village).

What’s a must-have? 
After exploring the colourful village full of 
magnolias, jasmine and palm trees, head to 
Piazza Cinque Giornate for some shopping and 
an espresso. 

When’s the best time to go? 
On the weekend, to experience a different side 
of Milan.

VILLAGGIO 
OPERAIO 

 VIA ABRAMO LINCOLN, 20129 MILANO







Why should you go there? 
Tradition and luxury are the best words to 
describe Hotel Principe di Savoia. Its location,  
glamorous rooms, welcoming employees, and 
exceptional fine-dining restaurants, make it the 
perfect place to start your Italian adventure.

What’s a must-have? 
The beautiful penthouse spa, Club 10 Fitness 
& Beauty Center, has an outdoor terrace with 
spectacular views over the city. Indulge yourself  
at Acanto Restaurant.

When’s the best time to go? 
It’s wonderful all year round. The Principe Bar 
buzzes with fashionistas during Fashion Week.

HOTEL PRINCIPE 
DI SAVOIA

PIAZZA DELLA REPUBBLICA 17, 20124 MILANO







Why should you go there? 
Located in the fascinating 5VIE district, in the 
historic centre of Milan, it’s one of the city’s 
hidden gems, which includes museums, 
churches, cloisters, archaeological sites, private 
courtyards, vintage shops and charming cafés.

What’s a must-have? 
Stop for a drink at B-Café or shop at Funky Table, 
my favourite vintage store in the city. 

When’s the best time to go? 
When you want a break from the bustle of the 
centre, or a relaxing walk with a good coffee.

VIA 
SANTA MARTA

VIA SANTA MARTA, 20123 MILANO







Why should you go there? 
A vast 18,900m2/203, 438ft2 space with 
contemporary art exhibitions, Fondazione 
Prada also features architectural, cinema and 
philosophy projects. 

What’s a must-have? 
Get lost in this labyrinth of wonders and treat 
yourself to a coffee and dessert at Bar Luce. 
Designed by Wes Anderson, this place is like 
a flashback to the 1960s.

When’s the best time to go? 
Arrive early in the morning to enjoy the art 
without the crowds. 

FONDAZIONE 
PRADA

LARGO ISARCO 2, 20139 MILANO 







Why should you go there? 
The most famous concept store in the city, an 
avant-garde venue in Milan which combines the 
old with the new. Located inside the delightful 
courtyard of a traditional ‘case di ringhiera’ historic 
building, it’s composed of a trendy fashion store, 
the galleria of Carla Sozzani, a restaurant/café, a 
bookshop and a roof terrace. 

What’s a must-have? 
Make your way up to 10 Corso Como’s roof 
terrace and take a picture of Milan’s sunset. This 
romantic space not only presents impressive 
views of Milan, it also displays contemporary 
sculptures and ceramics by Kris Ruhs.

When’s the best time to go? 
With its charming location and garden, it’s a 
wonderful spot for a pre-dinner ‘aperitivo’.  

CORSO 
COMO 10

CORSO COMO 10, 20154 MILANO







Why should you go there? 
With its multi-coloured tables and hanging 
plants, Da Otto is a cool, relaxed spot to eat, 
drink and study. 

What’s a must-have? 
The ‘quadrotti’. This sliced bread comes with 
a variety of fresh toppings – my favourite is 
dressed up with salmon. 

When’s the best time to go? 
When you need a creative boost. Remember to 
switch off your laptop for lunch.

DA 
OTTO

VIA PAOLO SARPI 8, 20154 MILANO







Why should you go there? 
Overlooking Piazza Duomo, located in the 
Arengario Palace, the Museo del Novecento is a 
contemporary art museum with an impressive 
collection of Italian 20th-century art.

What’s a must-have? 
Visit the Sala Fontana on the top floor of the 
museum. Its large windows offer the best view 
of Piazza Duomo.

When’s the best time to go? 
Anytime, even if it’s raining outside. This place 
provides endless photo opportunities.

MUSEO DEL 
NOVECENTO

VIA GUGLIELMO MARCONI 1, 20122 MILANO







Why should you go there? 
This small corner bistro-patisserie with large 
windows and a vintage vibe is one of my favourite 
spots in town. It serves exquisite homemade 
desserts, pralines and lunch dishes. 

What’s a must-have? 
Their cappuccino is a must, one of the best in 
town. Try it with with brioche or biscuits (the ones 
with raspberry are delicious).

When’s the best time to go? 
Famous for its breakfast. It’s usually crowded in 
the morning but try after 11am, it’s a little quieter.

MAROTIN

 VIA ARCHIMEDE 59, 20129 MILANO





CLICK TO SEE
THE MAP

https://drive.google.com/open?id=10rlTJTR0uEa1iIthLXkwLKB-A8wKVebj&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=10rlTJTR0uEa1iIthLXkwLKB-A8wKVebj&usp=sharing

