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Meurice Prize for contemporary art 

 

Artistic creation has always been, since 1835, essential to the art of living at Le Meurice, where art coincides 
with a certain French genius. Such luxury is of the kind that gives full expression to creativity and 
innovation. More than a celebration of savoir-faire, it is a consecration of art at its integral part. 

Since the 19th century, Le Meurice is renowned as the home of crowned heads. Queen Victoria, the 
Maharajah of Jaipur, Alfonso XIII of Spain (and many others to this day) were regular patrons. And not just 
them. Writers and artists also enjoyed service fit for a king. Charles Dickens, author of David Copperfield, 
could pass the time of day with fellow Englishman William Thackeray. The author of Barry Lindon and 
Vanity Fair showers praise on him in his The Paris Sketch Book. In the 1930s, Coco Chanel organised 
sumptuous receptions while the literary dinners given by Franco-American patron and millionaire Florence 
Gould were the talk of tout Paris. It was thanks to her that Le Meurice hosted one of Paris' last literary 
salons, attended by numerous writers including Jean Paulhan, Roger Nimier, François Mauriac, Paul 
Léautaud, Paul Morand, Jean Cocteau, Jean Giraudoux, Francis Scott Fitzgerald and his wife Zelda, but also 
painters such as Marie Laurencin, Maurice de Vlaminck, Kees Van Dongen, Georges Braque and Salvador 
Dalí with his wife Gala. 

Salvador Dalí was, without doubt, Le Meurice's most remarkable guest. For one month every year, for more 
than thirty years, he would take up residence in the Royal Suite once occupied by Alfonso XIII, immediately 
transforming it into an artist's studio. Staff would assist with delivering goats, a horse, a motorcycle or 
whatever else he requested to his rooms. Unless, that is, they were busy catching flies, a subject for 
philosophical thought for the artist.  It was at Le Meurice, in November 1967, that he organised Hommage 
à Meissonnier, an exhibition in which he showed Tuna Fishing (Pernod-Ricard collection) among works by 
Meissonnier, Detaille, Neuville, Boldini and Gustave Moreau. On another occasion, Pierre Cardin was 
witness to what can only be described as a happening, an episode he recalled on France-Inter radio in 2004: 
"Having convened the press to his suite, where he had lined up paper bags filled with paint, with great solemnity, Dalí 
stepped out onto the balcony and proceeded to drop the bags onto the cars parked below.  Explosion painting was 
born!" 

The spirit of Dalí is still felt in the hotel’s atmosphere; note the revisited Louis XVI chair by Sam Baron, 
with its wicker seat and silver leaf, inspired by Dalí's "Dalí de Gala" love seat, or the Leda chair with its three 
feet, a part of the body which the Catalan master deemed essential. 

 

The creation of the Meurice Prize for contemporary art is part of Le Meurice's resolutely forward-looking 
movement, expressed by this act of corporate patronage.  True to its heritage and its interest in the art of its 
times, Le Meurice is providing material support to a non-profit activity: to help an emerging artist on the 
French scene gain international recognition. 

The Meurice Prize for contemporary art defines itself as an international prize encompassing all disciplines 
in the visual and plastic arts:  painting, sculpture, installation, photography, video, etc.  The Prize, which 
has an endowment of €20,000, is awarded each year by a panel of professionals to one of the shortlisted 
projects.  It is jointly awarded to an artist, under the age of 45 and the gallery with which he or she is directly 
associated. 

 
 
Contact : 
Yoko Ooka, Artistic Advisor 
yoko.ooka@dorchestercollection.com 
Tel: +33 (0)1 44 58 10 12  
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Call for candidates 

Meurice Prize for contemporary art 

2018 / 2019 
 
Article 1 
 

The Meurice Prize for contemporary art is an international prize and an act of patronage which each year 
supports a project of international scope by an artist under the age of 45 and the gallery that implements the 
project. 
The artist must fit one of the 3 terms below: 

 be French and represented by a French gallery 

 be French and represented by a foreign gallery 

 be a foreigner and represented by a French gallery 

 
Article 2 
 

The prize is jointly awarded to the artist and the gallery to promote the production and dissemination of the 
work internationally. 

 
 
Article 3 
 

Endowment:  €20,000 

 The artist receives a creation grant of €10,000. 

 The gallery receives a dissemination grant of €10,000 which it shall use to show the work outside 
France as part of a solo show, group show, outreach project, or other international event to be 
approved by the judges, e.g. in Basel, New York, Miami, Berlin, Brussels, London, Tokyo, Moscow 
(except fair stands). 

 

Article 4 
 

The galleries receive an entry form and presentation of the prize. 
Each gallery can present one artist only by returning the completed form by post or by e-mail to the 
Meurice Prize for contemporary art secretarial office before the deadline of April 16th, 2018. 
 
A gallery can present an artist who has already been put forward for the Prize and did not win. 

 
Secretarial Office : 
 
Le Meurice 
Yoko Ooka, Artistic Advisor 
228, rue de Rivoli – 75001 Paris 
yoko.ooka @dorchestercollection.com  
Tel. : +33 (0)1 44 58 10 12 

 
 
Article 5 
 

The judges for 2018/2019 are: 

 Jean-Charles de Castelbajac, Ambassador for the award 

 Morgan Courtois, Artist and Winner of the award in 2017/2018 

 Colette Barbier, Director of Fondation d’entreprise Ricard 

 Nicolas Bos, President & CEO of Van Cleef & Arpels 
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 Nicolas Bourriaud, Director of the Contemporary Art Museum of Montpellier, La Panacée  

 Philippe Dagen, Writer and Professor at Université Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne 

 Emma Lavigne, Director of Centre Pompidou-Metz 

 Jean de Loisy, President of the Palais de Tokyo 

 Jennifer Flay, FIAC Director 

 Henri Loyrette, Conseiller d’État 

 Maryvonne Pinault, Collector 

 Franka Holtmann, General Manager of Hotel Le Meurice and President of the jury 
 

Claire Moulène, Artistic Consultant (non voting) 

 
 
Article 6 
 

The judges will convene for the first time in ending of May 2018, at Le Meurice to draw up a shortlist of 
artists. Should they wish, the judges may visit the artists in their studio and their gallery. The results of this 
pre-selection round will be announced on the same day. 
The winning artist will be elected by a majority vote a few weeks before the opening of FIAC at a meeting 
at Le Meurice, at the beginning of October 2018 followed by a press conference and a reception during 
which the Prize will be presented to the artist and the person representing their gallery. 

 
 
Article 7 
 

Le Meurice will place at the winning artist's disposal a room for one day immediately after the award 
ceremony, where he or she can arrange appointments and meet journalists and/or art professionals, as he or 
she deems necessary. All such appointments and meetings must be organized in consultation with the 
Communications department at Le Meurice. 

 
 
Article 8 
 

The gallery will place a label indicating the Meurice Prize near the winning artist's works at FIAC and at 
any other exhibition during the relevant period (2018/2019). 

 
 
Article 9 
 

The winning artist authorizes Le Meurice to use his or her name, photo and information about their art, 
which they will have previously approved, and grants royalty-free reproduction rights for an agreed selection 
of works on any document or medium published by Le Meurice in its role as a patron to promote the Meurice 
Prize for contemporary art. 
All these documents and media will include the credit "Courtesy Galerie X". 

 
 
Article 10 
 

Le Meurice reserves the right to postpone, shorten or cancel the Meurice Prize for contemporary art if 
circumstances require, in which case it will not be held liable. 

 
 
Article 11 
 

Any dispute relating to the Meurice Prize for contemporary art and its functioning will be resolved by 
Franka Holtmann, General Manager of Le Meurice.  Her decision will be final. 
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Entry form  

Meurice Prize for contemporary art 

2018/2019          
 

I. Gallery 
  

1. Name of the gallery  
2. Date of creation  
3. Company directors  

4. Company name  
5. Address 
6. Contact details (Tel – Fax – Email – Website) 

  
II. Project 
 

1. General description of the project (Written presentation in 1 page A4)) 
2. Reasons for choosing this artist  
3. Specify production/creation conditions and budget 
4. Specify whether the gallery is receiving other funding for the same project (corporate or 

private) 
5. Specify whether the artist is taking part in other competitions or prizes in 2018. 

 
III. Artist 
 

1. Name 
2. Date and place of birth  
3. Studio and address  
4. Contact details (Tel –Email – Website) 
5. Biography written in maximum 10 lines 

(NB: Le Meurice may use this biography in its press releases and also on the websites dedicated to 
Meurice Prize for contemporary art). 

6. Artist's full CV  
7. High definition photo of the artist (300 dpi) 
8. Three examples of previous projects by the artist with photos 

(explanations and other documents or media if wished) 

 
IV. Additional documents as applicable 
 

1. Press cuttings for the artist  
2. Documentary DVD 

 
 

The gallery must apply in Word format, with a USB key or by we transfer 
DEADLINE April 16, 2018 

 

CONTACT 
 
Le Meurice 
Yoko Ooka, Artistic Advisor 
228, rue de Rivoli – 75001 Paris 
yoko.ooka @dorchestercollection.com  
Tel. : +33 (0)1 44 58 10 12 
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